Lifelines Outreach
Mail Donations to 3225 Knobdale Road, Nashville TN 37214

Lifelines Outreach shares the Good News of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ and by making disciples in the greater Nashville area.

September 2016

A disciple of Christ is an individual who exhibits an increasing Christ-likeness exemplified;
1. Undeniable love for God and others
2. Vibrant prayer life
3. Love for Scripture
4. Obedient lifestyle and personal evangelism
5. Employment of talents, personal resources, spiritual gifts, and service for the benefit for the
Kingdom of God.
6. Consistent manifestation for the fruit of the spirit
7. Extravagant worship that treasures Christ
There is no magic in planting a discipleship group. All of the basic principles are laid out in the
Gospels. Sometimes I think that people think that it takes some extraordinary skill to begin a
group and to make disciples. They think that only someone with a seminary degree can do that
kind of ministry. That could not be further from the truth. Most of the basic principles of group
planting are found in Matthew 10 and Luke 10:1-11.
The first principle is that you always begin with prayer. “And He was saying to them, ‘The
harvest is plentiful but the laborers are few; therefore pray that the Lord of the Harvest send
out laborers into His harvest.’” (Luke 10:2) This is not a God is great, God is good, we are
thankful for our food prayer. This type of prayer for laborers begins in the heart and grows in
intensity every day until God provides laborers who are ready for the harvest. Jesus said that
we are to ask, seek, and knock for our prayers to be answered. With each level of prayer, the
intensity grows. You do not give up.

The second principle after you continue to pray is to have two laborers for each group. “Now
after this, the Lord appointed seventy others, and sent them out in pairs ahead of Him to every
city and place where He Himself was going to come.” (Luke 10:1) Sending out people in pairs
is important because if one person cannot be present on a given week, the group will continue
without missing a beat. Several others reasons are that two people can pray for each other, encourage each other, and use their each individual spiritual gifts to help build up the new disciples. I will continue this discussion in the next newsletter. Thank you for praying and for financially supporting this ministry! Remember to read your Bible and to pray every day! –Richard
For more information about these ministry opportunities please contact
Richard Gay at 615-838-0367 or at lifelinesoutreach@gmail.com

The Life of Jesus
The biblical framework here comes from the life and disciple-making model of Jesus. His
spiritual leadership is captured in biblical concepts found in the Gospels. This widespread occurrence gives clear evidence of their value in the ministry of Jesus.
“Come and see,” John 1:38-39
Jesus knew that in pre-Christian and the secular world, He would have to build relationships
before anything could happen. Consequently, the first phase of His ministry was meeting people on their own turf and in places where they were likely more comfortable with their environment than He was. He sought to find language that would communicate to those He was
with rather than use religious language. While clear about His boundaries, He was all about
building bridges rather than barriers. He wanted to attract their interests and build a relationship with them. He sought to include them in places where they could belong.
“Come and follow,” Mark 1:16-17
Having attracted their interest and curiosity, Jesus had fellowship with them. At that point, He
was ready to engage them at their point of interest. Once a relationship was established, Jesus
walked with people to the next level of their spiritual journey as He asked them to “Come follow me.” This phase is all about answering questions and responding to issues. He prayed for
and worked toward divine appointments and teachable moments. When they asked, “Teach us
to pray,” He captured that moment in their lives as a way of leading them toward greater faith.
Responding to questions and issues was a way to lead them to develop spiritual-like disciplines. Jesus also modeled for them spiritual leadership, His behaviors, His actions, attitudes,
and relationships was something His followers observed as they followed Him in all areas on a
daily basis.
“Come and be with Me,” Mark 3:13-14

“Come and be with Me,” essentially becomes “Come be Me.” The follower becomes a leader
of others and one who emulates the virtues, teaching, behavior, and lifestyle of Christ. They
can be like Christ in these ways because they have observed and learned about these ways in
previous ventures with Christ. Such an incarnation-type phase of life is the essence of the
Good News. God came to earth in human form so that others might see, walk with and experience Him in daily events in life. This phase of leadership training is about deepening, integrating and personalizing those beliefs and skills to which they are committing themselves.
This comes from discipleship manual from the Baptist State Convention of North Carolina.

Please share about the books with your family and friends!

