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A Gallup Poll reveals that 74% of Americans think that morals and ethics in our country
are getting worse. Not that I need a poll to tell me something, I already know. I always take
straw polls in our discipleship groups and this is one statement everyone would agree. We have
a growing acceptance in this country of immorality; people are beginning to think of sin as
moral or even as good. Isaiah 5:20 says, “Woe to those that call evil good and good evil who
substitute darkness for light and light for darkness, who substitute bitter for sweet and sweet
for bitter.” We have moved from the acceptance of evil to the approval of evil. America tolerates more immorality today than ever in our history. We are seeing people who claim to be
Christian jumping on the sin bandwagon as well. The bottom line is that we are in real trouble
in our country. How did we fall so far so quickly? This is a story that I have heard preachers
repeat many times and it may help you understand how this may happen.
Suppose you want to boil a frog. How do you do it? You can place the frog in a pot of
hot water, but as soon as he feels the heat come he will come out. So, what do you do? Put a
pot of cool water on the stove and then add the frog. Not sensing the danger the frog will stay.
Next, turn the burner on low to slowly heat the water. As the water warms, the frog relaxes.
The warmth feels good. As the water gets hotter it acts like a steam bath draining the energy
and deepening the frogs relaxation. The frog becomes sleepy and has less and less energy as
the water gets hotter and hotter. By the time the frog realizes that it is in danger the water begins to boil, and then it’s too late to take action. There is neither time nor energy left to do anything. The frog perishes in the boiling water.
One of the main reasons we have fallen so far over a period of time is the lack of Biblical knowledge in our country. We have started several discipleship groups in the past month. It
is rare to see someone bring a Bible to the groups. Many of them do not even own a Bible, and
many of them will tell us that they have Bibles but that they have misplaced them. It is rare
when we begin a new group to find someone with a real working knowledge of the Word of
God. I have taught the Book of Amos several times. And a verse of Scripture jumps out at me
that may give us a little insight as to why we have fallen so far in our acceptance of sin as normal. By the way, I love the minor prophets. They are a salty bunch of people. The verse is
found in Amos 8:11, “Behold the day has come, sayeth the Lord, that I will send a famine on
the land, not a famine of bread, not a thirst of water, but of hearing of the words of the Lord.”
The good book in our country has just become one of many books. Many people just do not
hear, read, study, meditate, or memorize the Word of God anymore.
I remember reading a book on Apple computers a few years ago. This is a famous statement in the book that I am sure is used in the nations business schools today. Steve Jobs was
trying to convince John Sculley, a former president of Pepsi, to become Apples Chief Executive in 1993. This is the line that sealed the deal.
Jobs asked Sculley, “Would you rather sell sugar water to kids for the rest of your life, or
would you like a chance to change the world?”

The Bible is the real change agent in peoples hearts and lives because it points them to
Jesus who can changes them from the inside and out. That is why I am so intent on teaching it
in groups each day. That is why I love to read and study the Bible. I want others to have what I
found in Jesus. -Richard Gay

Read your Bible
and Pray!
By Jeff Reiman
I asked a man out walking his dog what he believed about life after death. He – Ramone – said
he believes he will go to heaven. I asked how he can be sure. He answered, “I just try to be a
good person.” How does he determine what is “good”? “I just try to treat other people as I
want to be treated” he said. Of course it is hard to argue with that kind of logic – after all that
is what Jesus taught. But Ramone went on to say that he also just does what seems right to
him, that he doesn’t trust the Bible because it was written by corrupt people.
A good percentage of people believe this – that their personal feelings or intuition of what is
moral behavior is better than what the Bible teaches. But let’s think about that for a moment.
Who is it that decides if any given behavior is “right” or “wrong”? Should we trust in our own
logic or common sense, or look first to God’s revealed truth? And where does He reveal that
truth, in ourselves personally or in a common source available to all? Though we have been
given a general sense of good and evil, why are we always making excuses to avoid doing
what we know to be right or to do what we know to be wrong?
This is the nature of sin – we make so many excuses for it that we convince ourselves
we are somehow in the right. We choose what we want to believe about God so much that we
end up making a god in our own image rather than believing in God as He presents Himself in
the Bible. We choose to do that which seems right in our own eyes, rather than do that which
is right in the eyes of the Lord. We become, as Isaiah said “those who call evil good and good
evil”. No wonder Proverbs 14 says “There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the
way of death”.
Ramone, however, chooses to discredit what the Bible says about good and evil, so I also appealed to his sense of logic. He claims a non-judgmental attitude toward others when it
comes to discerning good from evil, yet he believes his own sense of goodness is superior to
one which has been the foundation of Christianity for centuries. Is that not the very judgmental, arrogant attitude he claims to be above? He wouldn’t concede on this point, but it did give
him something to consider as we went our separate ways.
For more information about these ministry opportunities please contact
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Please share information about the books with your family
and friends!

You can visit my
website at www.shahesart.com or
My blog at shahenahler.wordpress.com
I have a couple of speaking engagements in August and
October, let me know if you are interested in attending.

